
Friends of the Petaluma River 



FOPR: Celebrating the Petaluma River 
through education and stewardship

• Manage Steamer Landing Park
• Provide Access 
• Educate students & the community
• Conserve through action









Watershed Classroom 
Mission Statement:

To support the implementation of exceptionally 
engaging curriculum about the Petaluma River 
and Watershed to educate youth in Petaluma 
about 

•their place in our environment

•how their decisions and actions affect their 
environment

•inspire conservation and celebration of the 
Petaluma Watershed



Guiding Principal:
Friends of the Petaluma River 
believes that educators are our 
community’s most important 
resource. By teaching Petaluma’s 
youth, our teachers are guiding 
future generations of Petalumans
whose decisions will determine the 
health and vitality of our wetlands 
and other natural resources. 



Curriculum Requirements: 
• integrated academic 

disciplines
• Project-based
• geoliteracy skills 

• fieldwork activities
• hands-on learning activities
• CA Common Core Standards 

& Next Generation Science 
Standards



Watershed Classroom Website

A hub for information and 
communications about the 
Watershed Classroom & the 
Petaluma Watershed
• Curriculum content from 

teachers – assignments, 
lesson plans, student 
work

• Student projects, photos 
and testimonials

• Links to resources and 
information about the 
Petaluma Watershed

• https://www.watershedcl
assroom.org

https://watershedclassroom.org/


Petaluma Watershed Atlas



Water Quality Monitoring

•7 locations in the watershed testing for multiple 
constituents
•Real citizen science
•Opportunity for students to understand how they impact 
their environment



Student Showcase

• Opportunity for students 
to present their 
knowledge

• Connections between 
students and the public, 
government and agency 
officials, scientists, etc. 

• Students educate the 
public on their findings



NBWA & the Watershed Classroom

2016-17 Agreement to support the Watershed 
Classroom program

- Task 1: Compile data for new Atlas layers
- Task 2: Add additional layers to Atlas
- Task 3: Purchase & Maintain Water Testing 

Kits
- Task 4: Replicability Study



Task 1: Watershed Atlas Updates

• Water Testing data updates
• Storm Water input and output points
• River Cleanup locations
• Habitat areas and wildlife corridors
• Sea level rise



Task 2: Embed Atlas Layers

- Working with West Yost Assoc.

- Atlas platform is being updated 
– greater security and capacity

- Full update to be completed by 
early spring



TASK 3: WATER QUALITY MONITORING KITS 

• Overhaul of kits to reflect field work needs
• Purchased testing supplies to outfit 14 kits
• Providing training for teachers on collecting, 

sampling and recording data
• Compiling qualitative data 



Task 4: Replicability Study

Working with local environmental groups to 
explore: 
What is the need in environmental education 
locally?
How can we promote and support environmental 
education in the North Bay?



Forum For Watershed Collaboration

Avenue for collaboration between local, regional, 
state and federal agencies involved in natural 
resources management, public education, 
infrastructure, sciences, health, transportation and 
more.



QUESTIONS?????
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