
The San Francisco Bay 
Restoration Authority 

and 
Measure AA Funding 
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What is the Restoration Authority?

 Created in 2008 with legislation

 Mandate: propose new public 
funding mechanisms & provide 
grants

 Governing Board, Advisory 
Board, and Oversight 
Committee

 No funding to carry out its 
mission until passage of 
Measure AA in June 2016

Mission: To raise and allocate resources for the restoration, enhancement, 
protection, and enjoyment of wetlands and wildlife habitat in the San Francisco 

Bay and along its shoreline.
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2008: Save the Bay and others created SFBRA 
Sole purpose to propose funding for Bay marsh restoration + provide grants to accelerate restoration + flood protection + public access
It is managed by a Governing Board comprised of representatives from all nine Bay Area counties, and it has an Advisory Board that represents a broad array of community interests, and a Citizens Oversight Committee 



Clean and Healthy Bay Ballot Measure, “Measure AA”:
Regional Parcel Tax for Restoration

 June 2016 ballot measure to accelerate Bay 
wetlands restoration

 Passed with 70% support overall in all 9 
counties

 73.50% in Marin

 64.30% in Sonoma

 59.13% in Napa

 54.35% in Solano

 $12/parcel/year for 20 years, ~$500 million 
for restoration projects around the Bay 

 Complete restoration (100,000 acres) 
requires ~$2 billion; leverage
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Presentation Notes
Required 2/3 approval cumulatively to pass.
leverage these local funds into more support from the State and the federal government in the future. 
Total need to complete the restoration and get to the 100,000 acre goal is about $2 billion. 
Funding for other watersheds around the country is much higher: $25-30 million per year for Puget Sound; Chesapeake Bay gets about $50-75 million; Great Lakes get around $300 million.




Eligible Grantees & Project 
Locations

• Grantees: Public & Private, 
owners/operators of 
shoreline parcels. Federal, 
state, local, and nonprofits 

• Locations: Bay shoreline in 9 
Bay Area counties; including 
SF Bay, San Pablo Bay, 
Suisun Bay, and Carquinez
Strait, (but not Delta Primary 
zone).



Eligible Projects: General Activities

• Restore, protect, enhance natural habitats
• Build or enhance flood management (related to habitats)
• Improve or provide public access (related to habitats)
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Eligible projects restore, protect, or enhance natural habitats, such as tidal wetlands or managed bonds,
Can also build or enhance flood management features, or Improve of provide public access or recreation, as long as they are part of a project to restore, project, or enhance natural habitats.



Eligible Projects: Criteria From 
Other Plans 

• Coastal 
Conservancy’s SF Bay 
Area Program

• BCDC Coastal 
Management Program

• SF Bay Joint Venture 
Implementation 
Strategy List of Projects



Eligible Projects: Measure AA 
Criteria

1. Safe, Clean Water and 
Pollution Prevention 
Program

2. Vital Fish, Bird and 
Wildlife Habitat 
Program

3. Integrated Flood 
Protection Program

4. Shoreline Public 
Access Program

Photo credit: FWS
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More details outlined in Measure AA on the 4 eligible programs and additional criteria (greatest positive and long-term impact, disadvantaged community benefit, etc.), also included in Grant Program Guidelines



Funding for North Bay Projects

• $25m per year estimated
• $500m over 20 years
• Up to 5% for admin
• 50% of funds for regional 

allocation
• North Bay (Sonoma, 

Marin, Napa, Solano) 
• 9% = $45m over 20 

years
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50% allocated to four Bay Area regions in proportion to each region’s share of the Bay Area’s population, as determined in the 2010 census. 
North bay = 9% minimum; ***REGIONAL ALLOCATION IS OVER THE LIFE OF THE PROGRAM (not annually)***
Other 50% not tied to regional allocation
All funds granted via criteria and provisions in Measure AA and Enabling Legislation
***won’t be this set amount every year, could change depending on if some grant funds carry over to the next year, etc. 



Project List & Map: Marin



Project List & Map: Marin
Aramburu Island

Photo Credit: Stephanie Kiriakopolos
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Aramburu Island: Restoration of a native oyster reef along the shoreline at Aramburu Island



Project List & Map: Marin

Creek to Bay Trash Reduction Projects
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Creek to Bay Trash Reduction Projects: Installation and maintenance of trash collection facilities near the mouths of creeks in storm drains that service high trash generation land uses (e.g. industrial, commercial, and transportation stations) to improve wildlife habitat and water quality and to prevent the flow of trash from watersheds to the San Francisco Bay. 



Project List & Map: Marin

Bothin Marsh

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bothin Marsh: Creation of transitional high marsh along the back edge of Bothin marsh by re-using dredged sediment from Coyote Creek to improve habitats and increase shoreline resiliency to sea level rise.



Project List & Map: Sonoma 



Project List & Map: Sonoma 

Lower Petaluma River
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Lower Petaluma River: Enhancement of the river and wetlands to improve water quality and provide habitat for fish and wildlife; completion of trail segments and provision of water access for non-motorized boats at the mouth of the Petaluma River.



Project List & Map: Sonoma 

Tolay Creek Watershed Enhancement
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Tolay Creek Watershed Enhancement: Assess, design, and implement project to reconnect Tolay Creek watershed with its historic drainage to San Pablo Bay via Tolay Creek Slough. Benefits include: delivery of sediment to evolving Sears Point Marsh, improved access for anadromous fish, alleviate flooding in lower Sonoma Creek, and potential trail connection.



Project List & Map: Sonoma 
Sears Point, San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge 

Visitor Center 

Photo credit:San Pablo Bay NWR
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Sears Point, San Pablo bay National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center: Development of a visitor center, with interpretive exhibits and educational programs at the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge.





Project List & Map: Napa



Project List & Map: Napa

Napa-Sonoma Marshes
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Napa-Sonoma Marshes: Stewardship, maintenance, and monitoring of restored and enhanced wetlands within the Napa-Sonoma Marshes on the west side of the lower Napa River to improve water quality and habitat values for endangered species, waterfowl, shorebirds, and other wildlife



Project List & Map: Napa

Edgerley Island and South Wetlands Opportunity Area 
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Edgerley Island and South Wetlands Opportunity Area: Development of a long-term management plan for the 45 acre Edgerley Island wetland, monitoring and enhancement of the 2,000 acre South Wetland Opportunity Area, and implementation of the Napa County Youth Ecology corps Program (which aims to train young adults in natural resource management). Crews would work on invasive species management and habitat enhancement projects to enhance the resilience of tidal wetland habitat and buffer against sea level rise



Project List & Map: Solano



Project List & Map: Solano

Benicia Shoreline
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Benicia Shoreline: Restoration, management and monitoring of wetlands and beach habitats, protection of adjacent existing infrastructure, installation and management of public trails, and protection of wetlands and Bay from urban stormwater.



Project List & Map: Solano

Suisun Marsh 
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Suisun Marsh: Enhancement of marshes within Suisun Marsh to benefit waterfowl and shorebirds



Project List & Map: Baywide



Project List & Map: Baywide
Shoreline Clean-Up

Community-Based Restoration and Stewardship
Invasive Spartina Project

Photo credit: Save the Bay

Photo credit: CA Coastal Commission
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Shoreline Clean-up: Support for Coastal Clean-up Day at sites around the Bay shoreline, to reduce the amount of trash in the Bay.
Community-Based Restoration and Stewardship: On the ground restoration projects completed with volunteer labor that create buffer areas adjacent to wetlands, re-establish native plants to provide food and cover for wildlife, and increase the resilience of habitats.
Invasive Spartina Project: Coordinated effort to eradicate invasive cordgrass from San Francisco Bay (which impacts wildlife habitat and flood protection) and restore and enhance native wetland plants



Timeline and Next Steps
• Board meeting July 29th, 2016; full timeline

• RFP Release: July 2017
• Update Project List: January-March 2017

• Proposals Due: September 2017
• Grant Awards Made: January 2018.
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Board meeting next Friday; will have the full timeline available tomorrow on the SFBRA website
RFP for first grant round will be released in July 2017
Project list to be updated during Jan-Mar 2017
Grant Awards from first RFP will be made in Jan 2018
Before then… 
Develop/Adopt JPA
Develop/Adopt Staff Plan and Budget
Develop financing mechanisms and controls
Advisory Committee meeting and review membership 
Citizens Oversight Committee developed 
Other additional nternal policies/procedures/mechanisms development





Grant Program Process
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Explain process
Grant Program Guidelines (process document) on sfbayrestore.org under “Documents”
Also can find Adv Cmte and Oversight Cmte procedurals



How the North Bay Can Best 
Position Itself for Measure AA 

Funding
• Today – Jan. 2017: familiarize yourself with 

Restoration Authority grant processes, and funding 
criteria and priorities. 

• Jan. – Mar. 2017: add any projects to list/map

• July 2017: review RFP; pre-proposal consultation; 
develop proposal 

• Sept. 2017: submit proposals 

• Jan. 2018: awards made 
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Steps you can take to get set-up for Measure AA funding
Today – Jan
Familiarize yourself with SFBRA grant processes, funding criteria and priorities, etc. 
Visit sfbayrestore.org
Jan – Mar 2017
Add projects to list
July 2017
Review RFP, reach out to Authority staff for consultation, develop project proposal 
Sept 2017
Submit proposals
Jan 2018
Awards made 



Other Ways to Get Involved 

• Advisory Committee: assists with grant round, 
represents community interests and Bay Area 
geography
• New members Nov. 2017 – Feb. 2018

• Independent Citizens Oversight Committee: keeps 
controls on Restoration Authority, annual review
• New members Nov. 2017 – Feb. 2018

• Attend Board Meetings
• Next is October 2017 



www.sfbayrestore.org
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Additional Resources on our website
Procedurals (Grant, Adv Cmte, Oversight Cmte)
Project list and map 
Meeting Info


http://www.sfbayrestore.org/


More information: 

www.sfbayrestore.org

Questions and Discussion
Contact:

Kelly Malinowski
Kelly.malinowski@scc.ca.gov

(510) 286-5203

mailto:Kelly.malinowski@scc.ca.gov
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